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Foreword  
This is the seventh annual Safest City Report 

produced by Safe City Mississauga, a non-profit 

organization that works closely with the Peel Regional 

Police to provide residents of Peel Region with up-to-date 

data on crime in their community. Since 2008, these annual 

reports have documented Peel Regionôs enviable status as 

Canadaôs safest major metropolitan area, both in terms of 

the volume and the severity of crime. During that time 

period, Peel Regionôs total crime rate dropped by 27%, 

crimes against persons dropped by 28%, and crimes 

against property dropped by 23%. What makes these 

reductions all the more noteworthy is that they have occurred during years in which Peel Regionôs 

population grew by almost 15% and it became one of Canadaôs most culturally diverse metropolitan 

areas. 

The 2014 crime data presented in this report show that Peel Region continues to be a leader in 

Canada in community safety. Although crimes against property increased marginally (i.e., by 4%) 

compared to 2013, the total crime rate and the rate of crimes against persons were essentially 

unchanged from the previous year. Moreover, the Peel Regional Police also continued to solve crimes 

at rates well above the national average. For example, the clearance rate for property crimes in Peel 

Region was 36% compared to only 23% in Canada as a whole; and the clearance rate for crimes 

against persons was 78% compared to 71% in Canada as a whole. 

When I wrote the foreword for the 2013 Safest City Report, I noted that both crime and fear of 

crime are important quality-of-life issues for any community. Where crime rates and fear of crime are 

high, people are less engaged with and less willing to invest in their local communities and in civic life 

more generally. And where community residents lack mutual trust and are less willing to work together 

toward common goals, crime rates are higher. As a consequence, high rates of crime and high levels of 

fear can become a vicious cycle, with each reinforcing the other. The various communities that 

constitute Peel Region are an example of the opposite pattern. Municipal governments and residents 

have worked together to create resilient neighbourhoods and strengthen social ties that serve the 

collective good and keep crime rates low.  

Canada and its largest cities are now safer than they have been since the late 1960s. The 

reasons for this long term decline in crime are still not well understood and so we should not become 

complacent and expect the decline to go on indefinitely. However, if Peel Region continues to support 

and develop policies and practices that contribute to vibrant and healthy families, schools, and 

neighbourhoods, it will reinforce the strong foundations it has already laid that have kept crime rates 

low.  It also will continue to be a model for other metropolitan areas in Canada, not just with regard to 

its crime rates but its quality of life more generally. 

 

 

Rosemary Gartner 

Professor of Criminology and Sociology 

University of Toronto 
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Introduction and Executive Summary  
The Safest City Report is an annual publication by Safe City 

Mississauga, a registered not-for-profit charity, with the aim of providing 

the Mississauga community with a comprehensive analysis of the 

previous yearôs criminal activity. As an organization tasked with 

providing the City of Mississauga with many of its social developmental 

crime prevention programs, Safe City Mississauga believes there is 

significant public interest in the fluctuations in crime counts, rates, and 

their severity. 

This report analyzes Canadian crime data at both the local and 

national level, through a longitudinal lens, for the purpose of providing 

information on crime in a clear and logical manner. A comparative 

analysis of crime counts, rates, and severity among densely populated 

cities serves as the basis for this document. Two standardized police-reported crime measures are 

utilized in this report: the crime rate and the Crime Severity Index (CSI). The former measures the 

overall volume of police-reported crime in an area, expressed as a rate per 100,000 people, allowing for 

comparisons among cities. The latter measures the overall severity of crime in an area, with more 

serious crimes óweighingô more than less serious ones, providing a different view of the impact of crime. 

The data presented in this report are collected from Statistics Canadaôs annual publication on crime 

statistics, and Peel Regional Police, who generously provides Safe City Mississauga with the 

necessary information to analyze crime at the local level annually.  

In 2014, Mississauga had an overall crime rate of 2,316 per 100,000 people, which represented 

a 2% increase from 2013ôs crime rate of 2,270 per 100,000 people. The majority of these incidents fell 

under the category of property crime (69%) followed by violent crimes (18%) and óotherô Criminal Code 

offences (13%). The Mississauga crime rates expressed in this report are calculated using Peel 

Regionôs 2014 population estimates, which indicated that Mississauga had an estimated population of 

759,600 people, and was the 6th most populous city in Canada.1 

2014 represented the first year that the overall crime rate in Mississauga has increased since 

Safe City Mississauga began tracking the trend of crime in 2008. Despite the national decrease in 

crime, Mississaugaôs comparatively low rate of crime indicates that it remains one of the safest cities in 

Canada when compared to other high-density cities. Because crime and safety remain topical to many 

of Mississaugaôs residents, the Safest City Report is an effort to shed light on the concerns of citizens 

and provide them with a more reliable understanding of the occurrences of crime in their city.  

 

 

Alexander Papatchidis  

Neighbourhood Watch Program Coordinator and Staff Criminologist  

Safe City Mississauga  

                                                           
1 Region of Peel, όнлмпύΦ άtƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www.peelregion.ca/planning/pdc/data/population-est/population-housing-est.htm#mis [2015, December]. 

http://www.peelregion.ca/planning/pdc/data/population-est/population-housing-est.htm#mis
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Methodology  

 2

CMA Population (2014 Census) 

Montréal (Que.) 4,027,121 

Ottawa-Gatineau (Ont.-Que.) 1,318,122 

Toronto (Ont.) 6,055,724 

Winnipeg (Man.) 782,640 

Calgary (Alta.) 1,406,721 

Edmonton (Alta.) 1,328,290 

Vancouver (B.C.) 2,470,289 

Victoria (B.C.) 358,685 

Mississauga 3 759,600 

Peel 3 1,428,700 

Canada 4 35,540,419 

Selection of Cities (CMAs) 
This report will often make comparisons between large cities in Canada for the purpose of 

determining which experience a higher or lower occurrence of criminal incidents. Statistics Canada 

reports crime rates for Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs), which form the basis for these 

comparisons. A Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) refers to one or more municipalities centred on a 

population ócoreô of 100,000 people or more, of which at least half must be residents. 5 Table 1 lists 

several CMAs within Canada, along with their respective 2014 populations. Data for Mississauga and 

Peel Region are pulled from estimates provided by the Region of Peel, and provide the most accurate 

population measurement available to calculate 2014ôs crime rates in Mississauga. 

                                                           
2 Ibid.  

3 Region of Peel, όнлмпύΦ άtƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www.peelregion.ca/planning/pdc/data/population-est/population-housing-est.htm#mis [2015, November].  

4 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ όнлмоύΦ ά/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎΥ !ƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄΣ нлмпέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-

quotidien/140926/dq140926b-eng.htm [2015, November]. 

5 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ όнлммύΦ άEstimates of population by census metropolitan area, sex and age group for July 1, based on the Standard 

Geographical Classificatƛƻƴ ό{D/ύέ ώƻƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a26?lang=eng&retrLang=eng&id=0510056&paSer=&pattern=&stByVal=1&p1=1&p2=37&tabMode=d

ataTable&csid= [2014, November] 

http://www.peelregion.ca/planning/pdc/data/population-est/population-housing-est.htm#mis
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/140926/dq140926b-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/140926/dq140926b-eng.htm
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a26?lang=eng&retrLang=eng&id=0510056&paSer=&pattern=&stByVal=1&p1=1&p2=37&tabMode=dataTable&csid
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a26?lang=eng&retrLang=eng&id=0510056&paSer=&pattern=&stByVal=1&p1=1&p2=37&tabMode=dataTable&csid
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Indicators of Crime  

Crime Rate  

Since 1962, Canada has used the traditional ócrime rateô measurement to track the fluctuation of 

criminal activity. The overall crime rate is measured by summing all Criminal Code offences reported by 

the police, dividing by the total population of the area in question, and multiplying by 100,000.6 All crime 

rates presented in this report are therefore expressed as a rate per 100,000 people within a city, CMA, 

or nationally. The crime rates reported by the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (UCR) for specific 

offences, as well as the rates calculated from Peel Regional Policeôs data, are the most sound 

measurement tools available for an analysis of crime with a comparative lens.   

The use of a total crime rate to measure criminal activity is limited by its inability to adequately 

express the severity of crime. For example, the value given to one incident of homicide is the same as 

the value given to one incident of mischief, despite the obvious disparity in severity. An unusual 

fluctuation in minor offences may cause the total crime rate to increase or decrease drastically ï 

presenting a potentially misleading picture of crime trends. When crime rates are analyzed at the level 

of specific offences, the conclusions drawn more accurately reflect the prevalence of particular 

incidents.  

Crime Severity Index (CSI) 

Whereas the crime rate measures the overall volume of crime, the Crime Severity Index 

measures the óseverityô of crime. Introduced by Statistics Canada, the goal of the CSI measurement 

was to ensure that more serious crimes carried a heavier weight than less serious ones. As such, the 

data produced more accurately reflects the impact of crime on the community.7 

This index is calculated by assigning a ñweightò to each reported incident, derived from the 

average severity of the sentences for that type of crime handed down in criminal courts throughout 

Canada. The Index is then calculated by multiplying the corresponding weight by the number of police-

reported incidents for that particular offence. All weighted offences are then totalled and divided by the 

total population. The Index is standardized to a value of ó100ô, with 2006 as its base year for Canada, 

and with subsequent years compared to that index.8 

Data Sources  

This report utilizes data from two sources: Peel Regional Police and the Canadian Centre for 

Justice Statisticsô annual report on Police-Reported Crime Statistics in Canada, 2014. Peel Regional 

Police provided local level data that allows this report to track trends and rates specifically within 

Mississauga. The Canadian Centre for Justice Statisticsô report provides data on crime rates and 

severity across Canadaôs other densely populated areas using the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 

and Crime Severity Index. The use of both data sources allow for a more comprehensive analysis of 

locally and nationally aggregated data.  

                                                           
6 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ όнлмпύΦ άtƻƭƛŎŜ-reported crime statiǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ нлмпέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-

x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf  [2015, November].  

7 Ibid.  
88 Ibid.  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf
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Peel Regional Police Data 

Peel Regional Police is Ontarioôs second largest municipal police force. It is responsible for 

policing the cities of Mississauga and Brampton, and is on contract to police Pearson Airport. Peel 

Regional Police divides Mississauga into three divisions: 11, 12, and 21 North of Derry Road.9 Peel 

Regional Police has also supplied weekly data for Mississauga to allow for the monthly tracking of 

property crime fluctuations (Figure 24). Peel Regional Police data can be found in Appendix A, B, and 

D of this report.  

Uniform Crime Reporting Survey  

The Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (UCR) is an annual review completed by Statistics 

Canada, in co-operation with policing agencies across Canada, which collects crime statistics for the 

purpose of measuring incidences of crime and their characteristics.10 This data is used by the federal 

government to develop and evaluate new legislative initiatives, as well as provide the public with details 

on crime trends in Canada.  

The UCR reflects 100% of the total caseload for all police services in Canada. To ensure 

comparability, the UCR reports incidents based on the most serious offence where there are multiple 

offences.11 As such, the data presented is not necessarily comparable to the data presented by Peel 

Regional Police, which counts up to four incidents per criminal event (see Data Limitations).   

Results and Analysis  
Crime data from Peel Regional Police and Statistics Canada was analyzed through the 

Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) and Microsoft Excel to track trends and rates. The 

graphs and tables generated serve as a basis for the analysis in this report. Trends in crime, both 

against persons and property, are discussed both categorically and specifically in terms of their 

respective offence classification.  

Additionally, this report is the first to provide categorical analysis for traffic and drug offences in 

Mississauga. All graphs and tables presented in this report were created by Safe City Mississauga 

using the provided data, except for those under the óStatistics Canadaôs Crime Severity Index (CSI) and 

Crime Rateô heading, which are taken from Statistics Canadaôs annual report. Several appendices are 

provided at the conclusion of this report, with aggregated data referenced throughout the report.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
9 Peel Regional PolicŜΣ όнлмпύΦ ά! .ǊƛŜŦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.peelpolice.on.ca/en/aboutus/abriefhistory.asp  [2015, 

November].  

10 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ όнлмоύΦ ά¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ /ǊƛƳŜ wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ό¦/wύέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302  [2014, November]. 

11 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ όнлмпύΦ άtƻƭƛŎŜ-reported crimŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ нлмпέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-

x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf  [2015, November]. 

http://www.peelpolice.on.ca/en/aboutus/abriefhistory.asp
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf
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12 

 

                                                           
12  tŜŜƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ όнлмпύΦ άtƻƭƛŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ aŀǇέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www.peelpolice.on.ca/en/aboutus/findapolicestationinyourneighbourhood.asp [2014, November].  

http://www.peelpolice.on.ca/en/aboutus/findapolicestationinyourneighbourhood.asp
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Data Limitations   

Although the data sources used in this report are the most accurate for measuring crime rates 

and severity in Mississauga and Canada, there are limitations to the conclusions that can be drawn 

from them. The data provided by police forces only indicate incidences that are óofficiallyô recorded by 

that agency as an offence. This does not account for other calls for service which are not counted as 

crime incidents.  

Furthermore, the data does not account for unreported criminal activity, and therefore will under-

estimate the true volume of crime an area experiences. According to the Statistics Canada 2009 

General Social Survey (GSS) on victimization, only 31% of Canadians report crimes they experience or 

witness ï as such, a large percentage of crime goes unreported and undetected by police forces.13 

However, more serious crimes, such as murder, are less likely to go unreported than less serious 

crimes, such as vandalism. Thus, data on serious crimes are a better reflection of those crimesô actual 

occurrence.  

It is also important to note that UCR Survey data regards events where multiple incidents are 

present only as represented by the most serious offence (e.g., in an instance where the suspect 

committed multiple offences, such as auto theft, robbery, and homicide, only the homicide will be 

reflected in the data from the UCR).14 In contrast, crime data provided by Peel Regional Police shows 

up to four incidences per event where multiple offences occurred ï as such, the total crime rate 

reported in Mississauga and the Peel Region will be slightly higher than the rates for the other CMAs 

reported on in the UCR.   

Crime Rates  
Overall, Mississauga continues to be amongst the safest cities in Canada. In 2014, Mississauga 

had a total crime rate of 2,316 per 100,000 people, a 2% increase from 2013, when the crime rate was 

2,270 per 100,000 people. Despite this increase, Mississaugaôs 2014 total crime rate remains well 

below the rate of crime during 2008-2012. In 2014, the City of Mississauga had a population of 759,600 

people.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
13 Statistics CanaŘŀΣ όнлмпύΦ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅΥ !ƴ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ нллфέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89f0115x/89f0115x2009001-eng.htm [2014, November]. 

14 Statistics Canada, (нлмпύΦ άtƻƭƛŎŜ-ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ нлмпέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-

x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf [2015, November]. 

15 wŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŜŜƭ όнлмпύΦ άtƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ 

http://www.peelregion.ca/planning/pdc/data/population-est/population-housing-est.htm#mis [2015, November]. 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89f0115x/89f0115x2009001-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf
http://www.peelregion.ca/planning/pdc/data/population-est/population-housing-est.htm#mis
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16 

 

Crime Type 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Crimes Against Persons  588 540 520 521 491 429 421 

Crimes Against Property 2,217 2,172 2,037 1,926 1,796 1,555 1,604 

Other Criminal Code Offences  366 321 290 290 295 286 291 

Total Canada Criminal Code Offences  3,172 3,034 2,846 2,736 2,582 2,270 2,316 

 

Figure 2 tracks the trends in rates of crimes against persons, crimes against property, other 

Criminal Code Offences, and the total Criminal Code Offences (the sum of the previous three 

categories) in Mississauga. Peel Regional Police reports that the total count of Criminal Code Offences 

recorded in the City of Mississauga, excluding the Airport Division, for 2014 was 17,590.17 Following 

past years, property crime continues to comprise a majority of these offences, representing 69% of all 

the Canadian Criminal Code Offences in the city. Crimes against persons comprised 18% of total 

offences, and Other Criminal Code Offences comprised 13% - a pattern that follows closely that in 

2013.  

                                                           
16 tŜŜƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ όнлмрύΦ ά/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛǎǎŀǳƎŀ нллу ς нлмп {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ όŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴύέΦ ώнлмрΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊϐΦ 
17 Ibid.  
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In 2014, Misssissauga had a total of 3,198 crimes against persons. This represented a 

decrease of 44 crimes against persons compared to 2013, or a reduction of 1% from 2013 to 2014. 

Figures 4 to 7 present data separately for the following crimes in this category: Homicide, Robbery, 

Sexual Assault, and Assault. 

 

In 2013, the rate of crimes against persons in Mississauga was 429 per 100,000 people. In 

2014, this rate decreased by 2% to a rate of 421 per 100,000 people. Because of population growth in 

Mississauga, the rate of crimes against persons decreased more (i.e., by 2%) in 2014 than did the 

number of crimes against persons. 

 

                                                           
18 Ibid. 
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19 

 

Mississauga experienced 2 homicides in 2014, 4 fewer than in 2013. This indicates a 67% drop 

in homicides between these two years. Since 2008 (when there were 18 homicides), Mississauga's 

count of homicide has decreased by 89%. 

 

The rate of homicide in Mississauga for 2014 was 0.3 per 100,000 people. This represents a 

63% decrease from a rate of 0.8 in 2013. The rate of homicide in Mississauga has decreased by 88% 

since 2008. 

                                                           
19 Ibid. 
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 20 

 

Mississauga experienced 329 robberies in 2014, a decline of 20 robberies (or a 6% decrease) 

from 2013.  The number of robberies in Mississauga has decreased by 45% since 2008.   

 

The rate of robbery in Mississauga for 2014 was 43.3 per 100,000 people. This represents a 6% 

decrease from a rate of 46.2 in 2013. The rate of robbery in Mississauga has decreased by 48% since 

2008. 

 

                                                           
20 Ibid. 
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21 

 

Mississauga experienced 209 sexual assaults in 2014, 14 more than in 2013, or an increase of 

7%. The number of sexual assaults has remained remarkably stable in Mississauga since 2008, 

varying less than 35 from year to year.   

 

The rate of sexual assault in Mississauga for 2014 was 27.5 per 100,000 people, a 7% increase 

from in 2013. The rate of sexual assault in Mississauga in 2014 was 1% less than in 2008. 

                                                           
21 Ibid. 
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22 

 

Mississauga experienced 1,791 assaults in 2014, a drop of just 36 (or 2%) from 2013. The 

number of assaults in Mississauga in 2014 was 21% less than in 2008.   

 

The rate of assault in Mississauga for 2014 was 235.8 per 100,000 people. This represents a 

2.5% decrease from a rate of 241.8 in 2013. The rate of assault in Mississauga has decreased by 26% 

since 2008. 
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23 

 

Crimes against property is the largest category of crime in the city. In 2014, Mississauga had a 

total of 12,180 crimes against property.  This represented an increase of 431 property crimes (or 4%) 

from 2013. Figures 9 to 13 present information on the following crimes in this category: Break and 

Enter, Mischief, Theft Over and Under $5000, Frauds, and Motor Vehicle Theft. 

 

In 2013, the rate of crimes against property in Mississauga was 1554.7 per 100,000 people. In 

2014, this grew by 3% to a rate of 1603.5 per 100,000 people, an increase of 48.8 property crimes per 

100,000 population. 

                                                           
23 Ibid. 
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 24 

 

Mississauga experienced 1,909 break and enters in 2014, an increase of 186 incidents (or 11%) 

over the number in 2013.  Nevertheless, the number of break and enters in Mississauga in 2014 was 

lower than in any year other than 2013, and was 27% less than in 2008. 

 

The rate of break and enter in Mississauga for 2014 was 251.3 per 100,000 people, a 10% 

increase from a rate of 228 in 2013. The rate of break and enter in Mississauga has decreased by 31% 

since 2008. 
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25 

 

Mississauga experienced 1,707 occurrences of mischief in 2014, an increase of just 16 (or 1%) 

from 2013. Since 2008, the number of mischief crimes in Mississauga has decreased by 39%. 

 

The rate of mischief in Mississauga for 2014 was 224.7 per 100,000 people. This represents a 

negligible increase from a rate of 223.8 in 2013. The rate of mischief in Mississauga has decreased by 

42% since 2008. 
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26 

 

Mississauga experienced 239 occurrences of theft over $5000 in 2014, an increase of just 14 

over the number in 2013. This indicates a 6% increase in thefts over $5000 between these two years. 

Since 2008, the number of thefts over $5000 in Mississauga has decreased by 33%. Mississauga 

experienced 6,163 occurrences of theft under $5000 in 2014, an increase of 179 (or 3%) from the 

number in in 2013.  Since 2008, the number of thefts under $5000 in Mississauga has decreased by 

11%. 

 

The rate of theft over $5000 in Mississauga for 2014 was 31.5 per 100,000 people or a 6% 

increase from a rate of 29.8 in 2013. The rate of theft over $5000 in Mississauga has decreased by 

37% since 2008.The rate of theft under $5000 in Mississauga for 2014 was 811.3 per 100,000 people, 

or a 2% increase from a rate of 791.8 in 2013. The rate of theft under $5000 in Mississauga has 

decreased by 16% since 2008. 
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27 

 

Mississauga experienced 981 occurrences of fraud in 2014, an increase of 99 frauds (or 11%) 

from the previous year. Since 2008, the number of frauds in Mississauga has not followed a particular 

trend; however, there were 13% fewer frauds in 2014 compared to 2008.  

 

The rate of frauds in Mississauga for 2014 was 129.1 per 100,000 people. This represents an 

11% increase from a rate of 116.7 in 2013. As with the trend in the number of frauds, the rate of frauds 

in Mississauga has not followed a distinct trend since 2008, but was 18% lower in 2014 than in 2008. 
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28 

 

Mississauga experienced 861 motor vehicle thefts in 2014, a drop of 60 vehicle thefts from 

2013. This indicates a 6.5% decrease in motor vehicle thefts between these two years. Since 2008, the 

number of motor vehicle thefts has decreased by 49%. 

 

The rate of motor vehicle theft in Mississauga for 2014 was 113.3 per 100,000 people, or a 7% 

decrease from a rate of 121.9 in 2013. The rate of motor vehicle theft in Mississauga has decreased by 

51% since 2008. 
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29 

 

This category includes crimes which fall outside the scope of crimes against persons or 

property, but excludes data from drug or traffic crimes. In 2014, Mississauga had a total of 2,212 'other' 

offences.  This represented an increase of just 49 (or 2%) over 2013. This category includes crimes 

such as offensive weapons, counterfeiting, and indecent acts. 

 

In 2013, the rate of other criminal code offences in Mississauga was 286.2 per 100,000 people. 

In 2014, this rate increased 2% to a 291.2 per 100,000 people.  
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30 

 

Total criminal code offences represent the total of all crimes against persons, property, and 

other criminal code offences, but does not include drug and traffic offences. Mississauga experienced 

17,590 criminal code offences in 2014, which represented an increase of 436 (or 3%) from 2013. Since 

2008, Mississauga's count of criminal code offences has decreased by 23%. 

 

In 2013, the rate of total criminal code offences in Mississauga was 2269.9 per 100,000 people. 

In 2014, this rate increased by 45.8 (or 2%) to a rate of 2315.7 per 100,000 people.  
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31 

 

Mississauga experienced 2,617 traffic offences in 2014, which represented a drop of 170 traffic 

offenses (or a 6% decrease) from 2013.  Traffic offenses have not followed a distinctive trend since 

2008; however, the number of traffic offenses in 2014 was 7% less than the number in 2008. 

 

In 2013, the rate of traffic offences in Mississauga was 368.8 per 100,000 people. In 2014, this 

rate decreased by 24.3 (or 7%) to 344.5 per 100,000 people. 
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32 

 

In 2014, the police recorded 1,811 drug offences in Mississauga, a decrease of 85 drug 

offenses (or 4.5%) from 2013. After 2008, the number of drug offenses rose until 2010 and has been 

declining since then.  In 2014, the number of drug offenses was 19% lower than in 2010.  In 2014, the 

bulk of drug offences reported was for cannabis, which accounted for 75% of the category's total. 

 

In 2013, the rate of drug offences in Mississauga was 250.9 per 100,000 people. In 2014, this 

rate decreased 5% to a rate of 238.4 per 100,000 people, or a decline of 12.5 drug offenses per 

100,000 population. 
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33

 

Figure 18 shows the crime rate per 100,000 people for 7 CMAs in Canada, as well as the 

national average, with Mississauga represented as the red line to assist in comparison.  The Toronto 

CMA has been adjusted by subtracting Mississaugaôs population and crime count, and then 

recalculated so as not to present data from Mississauga twice.  

In comparison to the 7 CMAs in this graph, Mississauga had the lowest crime rate in 2014, at a 

rate of 2,316 per 100,000 people.34 The Toronto CMA had a crime rate of 3,252 per 100,000 people in 

2014, a slight decrease from the cityôs 2013 rate of 3,366.35 The national rate of crime in Canada for 

2014 was 5,046 per 100,000 people. Mississaugaôs crime rate in 2014 was therefore less than half of 

the rate for the nation as a whole.36  

                                                           
33 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ όнлмпύΦ άtƻƭƛŎŜ-ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ нлмпέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-

x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf [2015, November]. 

34 tŜŜƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ όнлмрύΦ ά/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛǎǎŀǳƎŀ нллу ς нлмп {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ όŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴύέΦ ώнлмрΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊϐΦ 

35 {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ όнлмпύΦ άtƻƭƛŎŜ-reported crime statistics in Canada, 201пέ ώhƴƭƛƴŜϐΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΥ http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-

x/2015001/article/14211-eng.pdf [2015, November]. 

36 Ibid. 
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37

Table 2 contains information from Statistics Canada on the rate of selected offences among 

CMAs and the national average for 2014, as well as the percentage change of that rate from 2013 to 

2014. Mississauga is represented in the Toronto CMAôs data. Torontoôs CMA has seen an increase 

from 2013 to 2014 in the rates of homicide and sexual assaults (which includes level 1, 2, and 3), but a 

decrease in rates of robbery. Rates of motor vehicle theft and break and enters changed little from 

2013 to 2014. This table utilizes population data provided by Statistics Canada to calculate the rate of 

crime in the CMAs. Figures 19 to 23 utilize these rates to display specific crime data from 2008 to 2014 

for these 7 selected CMAs and Mississauga. 

38

 

Among the CMAs selected, Mississauga had the lowest rate of homicide in 2014, at a rate of 

0.3 per 100,000 people. 2014 represented a 62.5% drop in the rate of homicide in the city. The CMA 

with the second lowest rate of homicide was Ottawa with 0.71 per 100,000 people. Mississauga 

remains well below the national homicide rate of 1.45 per 100,000 people.  

                                                           
37 Ibid. 

38 Ibid. 
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