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Lesson Topic Teacher Resources to Aid Lesson 

L1: What is 

Vandalism? 

 Video: “Mississauga homeowner catches vandals damaging election sign 
on camera” http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-homeowner-
catches-vandals-damaging-election-sign-on-camera/  
 

 Video: “Mississauga church vandalized 3 times in one month”; City News, 
video report http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/21/mississauga-church-
vandalized-3-times-in-a-month/ 

Additional Aid (For Teacher Use) 

 Follow-Up on charges of Mississauga church vandal video: 
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/26/man-faces-charges-in-mississauga-
church-vandalism/  
 

L2: Understanding 

Graffiti 

 “Barrie North’s Anti-Vandalism Video” by Simcoe County District School 
Board: YouTube Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fi7hCZ-8FBI 

L3: Paying the 

Price 

 

L4: Beautify your 

Home  

 Broken Window Theory: http://study.com/academy/lesson/broken-
windows-theory-definition-lesson.html 
 

 Google search “Mississauga Graffiti” and “Places of beauty in 
Mississauga” 
 

L5: The Act of 

Graffiti 

 Google search: “Working together to stop graffiti, Ottawa” 

L6: Let’s Say NO 

to Graffiti 

 Elements and Principles of Design: http://www.johnlovett.com/test.htm 

 
 
 

 

http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-homeowner-catches-vandals-damaging-election-sign-on-camera/
http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-homeowner-catches-vandals-damaging-election-sign-on-camera/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/21/mississauga-church-vandalized-3-times-in-a-month/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/21/mississauga-church-vandalized-3-times-in-a-month/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/26/man-faces-charges-in-mississauga-church-vandalism/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/26/man-faces-charges-in-mississauga-church-vandalism/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fi7hCZ-8FBI
http://study.com/academy/lesson/broken-windows-theory-definition-lesson.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/broken-windows-theory-definition-lesson.html
https://www.google.ca/search?q=mississauga+graffiti&espv=2&biw=1821&bih=850&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi65ZK1zL_RAhVq4oMKHY2LBY0Q_AUIBigB
https://www.google.ca/search?q=mississauga+graffiti&espv=2&biw=1821&bih=850&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi65ZK1zL_RAhVq4oMKHY2LBY0Q_AUIBigB#tbm=isch&q=Places+of+beauty+in+Mississauga
https://www.google.ca/search?q=mississauga+graffiti&espv=2&biw=1821&bih=850&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi65ZK1zL_RAhVq4oMKHY2LBY0Q_AUIBigB#tbm=isch&q=Places+of+beauty+in+Mississauga
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/2761646/Working-Together-to-Stop-Graffiti-City-of-Ottawa.pdf
http://www.johnlovett.com/test.htm
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Attitude: A personal feeling of one’s self-worth, abilities, and expectations that is influenced by 

society, community, family, and friends.  

 

Behaviour: An action that is taken by an individual. One’s behaviour is a choice.  

 

Beautification: The process of making a particular place, area, or thing, more visually 

appealing. 

 

Community: The people, places, and things which make up the area in which we live and work.  

 

Cost: The impact a destructive activity, such as graffiti vandalism, has on the entire community.  

 

Crime: An action that intentionally breaks a law. Crimes may be committed against both people 

and property. 

 

Deface: To damage the visual appearance of something. For example, graffiti can deface a 

statue.  

 

Environment: The natural surroundings of our community, including its trees, water, parks, 

open spaces, and air. 

 

Eyesore: An area or building made visually unattractive by graffiti, litter, overgrown weeds, or 

accumulation of trash. 

 

Good Citizen: People who follow their community’s laws, respect property owned by others, 

and are concerned about their families, friends, and neighbours. 

 

Graffiti: The writing, marking, painting or scratching of a mark, name, drawing, or message on 

any surface without the permission of the owner. Examples include spray painting a word on a 

school, painting on a statue, etc. 

 

Graffiti-Free: The condition of any surface that does not have graffiti. 

 

Litter: Waste that is discarded or tossed in an inappropriate place, such as a street, playground, 

lot, or stream. 

 

Mural: A large picture painted on a wall or building with the permission of the property’s owner. 

 

Ownership: The person or business to whom property belongs.  
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Permission:  To do something with the approval of the person who owns the property. 

 

Public Property: Property owned and maintained by the community/government. This includes 

parks, park benches, schools, street signs, sidewalks, etc. If a person were to knock down a 

street sign, this would be vandalism of public property. 

 

Private Property: Property that people may not enter without the permission of the owner. This 

could include your own house, a coffee shop, a store near your house, or a private parking lot 

etc. If a person were to break into a store window, this would be an example of vandalizing 

private property.  

 

Tag: The act of a graffiti vandal to write, draw, paint, or etch a “tag” name onto any item or 

surface without the owner’s permission.  

 

Tagger: One who uses graffiti to mark, or “tag” any surface with a name or initials. 

 

Vandal: Someone who purposefully damages or destroys property owned by another. This 

includes physically damaging property, or defacing it with graffiti. 

 

Vandalism: A crime done on purpose to destroy or deface public or private property. It is 

property damage of something that is owned by someone else. Examples include graffiti, 

damaging cars, knocking down street signs, breaking windows, writing in library books etc.  

 

Victim: A person who suffers because something he or she owns has been damaged, 

destroyed, or lost because of a crime. 
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First Video 

 (Length 1:50) 

http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-

homeowner-catches-vandals-damaging-election-

sign-on-camera/ 

 “Mississauga homeowner catches vandals 

damaging election sign on camera” 

Second Video 
(Length 2:45) 
 

http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/21/mississauga-
church-vandalized-3-times-in-a-month/ 

“Mississauga church vandalized 3 times in 
one month”; City News, video report 
Select first video on page 

Additional Aid  http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/26/man-faces-
charges-in-mississauga-church-vandalism/ 

Follow-Up on charges of Mississauga church 
vandal video 

Directions: Take up student answers as a class. You may refer to this sheet for suggestions to 
supplement student answers. You may wish to refer to the teacher glossary on pages 3 and 4 to further 
your knowledge. 

1. Vandalism is…  
 

 A crime done on purpose to destroy or deface public or private property 
 It is property damage of something that is owned by someone else 
 Examples include graffiti, damaging cars, knocking down street signs, breaking 

windows, writing in library books etc.  
 
2. People vandalize because… 
 

 Peer pressure, Boredom, Anger, Revenge 
 

3. Graffiti is… 
 

 Ugly, Tasteless, Pointless 

 The writing, marking, painting or scratching of a mark, name, drawing, or message on 
any surface without the permission of the owner.  

 Examples include spray painting a word on a school, painting on a statue, etc. 

 Graffiti is the most common and popular kind of vandalism. 

4. Graffiti is usually found at… 

 Community Centre’s 

 Schools 

 Parks 

 

 Bathrooms 

 Libraries 

While these are the most common places for vandalism, vandalism does happen everywhere 

including on private property such as: houses, businesses (buildings, hydro boxes, mailboxes, 

street signs), and trains/railway lines. 

 

http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-homeowner-catches-vandals-damaging-election-sign-on-camera/
http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-homeowner-catches-vandals-damaging-election-sign-on-camera/
http://globalnews.ca/news/2222640/mississauga-homeowner-catches-vandals-damaging-election-sign-on-camera/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/21/mississauga-church-vandalized-3-times-in-a-month/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/21/mississauga-church-vandalized-3-times-in-a-month/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/26/man-faces-charges-in-mississauga-church-vandalism/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/26/man-faces-charges-in-mississauga-church-vandalism/
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5. Vandalism is harmful because… 

 It suggests to potential offenders that the community does not care. People are more likely to 
vandalize property if it already appears to be mistreated. 

 It’s expensive! The victim needs to pay to have the graffiti removed and/or fix the damage.  
 

6. Litter makes the environment look… 
 

 Ugly. As though it is not cared for.  

 How would you feel if someone threw their trash in your backyard? 
 
7. If someone damaged my property I would feel… 
 

 Angry, Hurt, Upset 

 Imagine you came home from school and saw someone drew all over your front door.  

 Imagine your windows were smashed.  
 
8. The best way to stop graffiti and vandalism in our community is by… 
 

 Saying “no” 

 Keeping it clean. When a place appears visibly dirty or uncared for, people are less likely to 
respect the property. The more we take care of our environment, the less likely people are to 
commit crime.  
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The teacher should have students read the below definitions aloud. Definitions that were 

covered in the worksheet will be marked with an (*). The teacher may skip these definitions or 

expand on them further.  

(*) 1. What is the definition of Vandalism?  

 

Vandalism: A crime done on purpose to destroy or deface 
public or private property. It is property damage of something 
that is owned by someone else.  

 

 Examples include graffiti, damaging cars, knocking down 

street signs, breaking windows, writing in library books 

etc.  

 
2.  What is the definition of a Vandal? 

 

Vandal: Someone who purposefully damages or destroys property owned by another. This 
includes physically damaging property, or defacing it with graffiti. 
 
3. What is the definition of ‘’Deface’? 
 
Deface – To damage the visual appearance of something. 

For example, graffiti can deface a statue.  

 

4. What is the definition of ‘’Public Property’? 

Public Property – Property owned and maintained by the 
community/government. This includes parks, park benches, 
schools, street signs, sidewalks, etc.  
 

 Suggested Discussion Question: What is an 
example of vandalizing public property? 

 
Answer:  If a person were to knock down a street sign, this would be vandalism of public 
property. 
 
5. What is the definition of “Private Property”? 
Private Property: Property that people may not enter without the permission of the owner.  

 Suggested Discussion Question: What is an example of private property? 

Answer: This could include your own house, a business or corporation, coffee shop, a store 

near your house, or a private parking lot etc.  

 Suggested Discussion Question: What is an example of vandalizing private property? 

Answer: If a person were to break into a store window, this would be an example of vandalizing 

private property.   
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6. Question:  Why is the definition of a “Good Citizen”?  

Good Citizen: A person who follows their community’s laws, respects property owned by others, 
and is concerned about their family, friends, and neighbours. 
 

 Suggested Discussion Question: Why is 'being a good citizen' important when 

discussing vandalism or graffiti? 

Answer: Being a good citizen means respecting your neighbours and the property of your 

surroundings. We are all a part of a community. A safe neighbourhood depends on the 

collective efforts of all people within it.  
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What is the definition of ‘Graffiti’?  

 

Graffiti: The writing, marking, painting or scratching of a mark, name or message on any surface 
without the permission of the owner.  
 

 Examples include spray painting a word on a school, painting on a statue, etc. 
 

What is the definition of ‘Tag/Tagger’?  

 

Tag: The act of a graffiti vandal to write, draw, paint, or etch a “tag” name onto any item or 

surface without the owner’s permission.  

 

Tagger: One who uses graffiti to mark, or “tag” any surface with a name or initials. 

 

What is the definition of ‘Permission’?  

 

Permission:  To do something with the approval of the person who owns the property. 

 

 Suggested Discussion Question: Why is 'permission' important when discussing 

vandalism or graffiti? 

Answer: There are artists who legally are contracted to make designs on garages, school 

gymnasium walls, home walls, etc. The difference between these individual's and a graffiti artist 

however, is the element of permission. If you have not been given permission or contracted to 

draw on someone’s property, it is a criminal offense.  

 

Legal Action vs. Illegal Action 
 
Legal Action is... 
 

 Based on, or concerned with the law  

 Permitted by law 

 The process of enforcing a nation's law's by proceeding within court system.  

 One individual or person prosecutes another for a criminal action or civil wrong 
doing, or to protect an individual or entity's rights from being violated. 
 

Illegal Action is... 
 

 forbidden by law; unlawful  

 unauthorized or prohibited by a code of official or accepted rules 
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Under the Canadian Code, graffiti is listed as mischief and can be found in Section 430 
(Government of Canada, 2016).  

 Mischief  

(1) Every one commits mischief who willfully: 

(a) destroys or damages property; 

(b) renders property dangerous, useless, inoperative or ineffective; 

(c) obstructs, interrupts or interferes with the lawful use, enjoyment or operation of 
property; or 

(d) obstructs, interrupts or interferes with any person in the lawful use, enjoyment or 
operation of property. 

 Punishment 

(2) Everyone who commits mischief in relation to property that is a testamentary 
instrument or the value of which exceeds five thousand dollars 

(a) is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
ten years; or 

(b) is guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction” 

 

First Video 

(Length 6:40) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fi7hCZ-8FBI 

“Barrie North’s Anti-Vandalism Video” 

by Simcoe County District School 

Board 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Step 1: Break up students in to groups of 2-4 

Step 2: Provide each group with markers and a large sheet of chart paper. Each paper should 

have the concept written large in the middle. This concept will be the material for which this 

activity is built upon. Suggested ‘Concept’ words are provided below. 
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Step 3: Direct each group to their chart and provide them with the following direction: Students 
should be creative in their mind maps, using words, pictures, or writing. Students are 
encouraged to address any of the following points: (Feel free to write this on a board)   

a) What is the definition of the concept? 
b) What does it mean to you? 
c) Who is impacted?  
d) How does it make you feel? 

Choose any of the below concepts for the mind-mapping activity. Each chart paper should have 

a different stimulus. Once you have made your selections, write one stimulus in the middle of 

the chart paper. Students will build their mind maps around the central concept that was 

selected. Example below.                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUGGESTED CONCEPTS FOR MIND MAP ACTIVITITY 

 
TAGGING 

 
COMMUNITY  

 
GRAFFITI IS ALL OVER YOUR SCHOOL 

 
MURAL 

 
PERMISSION 

 
VICTIM 

 
A SAFE COMMUNITY 

 
VANDALS 
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Why is 'Cost' important when discussing vandalism or graffiti? 

 

It is not only not easy to remove graffiti or replace a vandalized object, it is also expensive. 

When someone damages your property, the cost of the damage has to be covered by the victim 

(the owner of the damaged object or property) unless or until the vandal is caught. If someone is 

a tagger or vandal, they risk being personally held accountable to cover the financial costs for 

graffiti removal or damage costs.  

 

Cost also refers to the impact vandalism and graffiti have on the community. When an area has 

been vandalized, it leaves a poor impression on the neighbourhood. People feel less safe, the 

space looks disrespected, value of property lowers, and it reduces the morale of those in the 

community.  

 

Worksheet #1 

Worksheet #1 I A: $28.70 

Worksheet #1 I B: $107.00 

Worksheet #1 I C: $43.30 

Worksheet #1 I D: $179.00 

Worksheet #1 I E: $1379.00 (689.50 each) 

Worksheet #1 I F: 12 Saturdays each; 24 Saturdays total 

Worksheet #1 II A: $527.44 

Worksheet #1 II B: $431.88 

Worksheet #1 II C: 11 weeks 

Worksheet #1 II D: $50.00 remaining 

 

Worksheet #2 

Worksheet #2 I A: $125.90 

Worksheet #2 I B: 36 cars 

Worksheet #2 I C: $52.70 

Worksheet #2 I D: $26.00 remaining 

Worksheet #2 II A: 9 trees 

Worksheet #2 II B: $19.00 
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 One week prior to the start of this activity ask students to collect pictures of their community 

from the local newspaper. If possible, photograph several locations in your community. 

Some of the photographs should show graffiti and some should depict areas that have been 

beautified. 

 

 Begin the lesson by posting various collected images of vandalism and ‘beautified’ areas in 

the classroom. Suggestions are provided below but can also be found online. Discuss with 

students which areas of the community have the most appealing appearance. Ask them 

which areas they would like to visit and why. Discuss which areas they would avoid and their 

reasons for doing so.  

 As you display the images, discuss with students the following questions: 
• Which areas of the community look the most appealing? Why? 
• Which areas would you like to visit? Why? 
• Which areas would you avoid? What are your reasons for doing so? 
• How do these areas make you feel?  

 
 Ask students what it means to graffiti. Discuss the following questions with students. Don't 

comment on student responses. Simply keep a record of them on the chalkboard or 

overhead projector. 

• Would you feel bad about producing graffiti in an area where there is already 
graffiti? Why or why not? Would you feel bad about someone placing graffiti on 
any of the locations in the photographs? Why or why not? 

• How would you feel about producing graffiti in a very clean area?  
• How would you feel about producing graffiti on a church or synagogue? 

Tombstones? A memorial statue? 
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Suggested Images to Display in the Classroom 

 

Mural – An example of Art with permission (in school) 

 

http://imgur.com/oa2GZaO 

Graffiti clean up 

 

http://imgur.com/oa2GZaO 

Lightbulb moments & creativity 

 

http://imgur.com/8IefJDL 

Art- Owl drawing/painting. Positive example. 

 

http://imgur.com/ni2HZGl 

Graffiti on building: Between Dovercourt & Bathurst, 
Toronto 

 

http://imgur.com/JcuFqeK 

Graffiti on Toronto home -  Ossington St. 

 

http://imgur.com/Y0LcwmZ 

Mural – An example of Art with permission 

 

http://imgur.com/ApTP8FB 

Graffiti – Tagging example, Gangs 

 

http://imgur.com/KmoIvXg 

http://imgur.com/oa2GZaO
http://imgur.com/oa2GZaO
http://imgur.com/8IefJDL
http://imgur.com/ni2HZGl
http://imgur.com/JcuFqeK
http://imgur.com/Y0LcwmZ
http://imgur.com/ApTP8FB
http://imgur.com/KmoIvXg
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What is the Broken Window Theory?  

 

This theory (an explanation; a guess) is a metaphor for 

disorder in a neighbourhood. Using an example of a 

broken window, the theory states that if a window is left 

broken without repair, then other forms of vandalism and 

crime will occur. Example of the Broken Window Theory 

as it relates to other forms of vandalism: 

 Someone vandalizes the front bricks and sidewalk of 
a small business shop owned by Mr. Smith. 
 

 Mr. Smith is a busy man and decides to delay the clean-up. Thus, the graffiti markings on 
the brick and sidewalk near his business remain intact. 
 

 Soon enough, other vandals realize that the area looks like nobody cares. Therefore, other 
graffiti artists continue to mark the walls and sidewalk of this general area. 
 

 The area where graffiti has occurred continues to be disrespected. Trash and litter becomes 
common in areas when it looks like no one cares. Eventually groups of people begin 
loitering (or “hanging out”) in this area. 
 

 As a result, people do not go into Mr. Smith’s shop because it looks uncared for, unsafe, 
and the group of people gathering around that space makes people afraid.  
 

 Graffiti creates a downward spiral for our communities; reducing our quality of life and 
encouraging fear and anxiousness. 

 

Directions: Get into groups of 4-5 people. Create a photo collage that displays areas of 
vandalism compared to areas of beauty.  Explain what makes the areas you have chosen 
“beautiful.”  
 

 

Community Walk –  As a class or in groups, take a walk in the community. Identify different 
forms of vandalism in your neighbourhood. Take pictures. What is it? What makes it vandalism? 
How does it impact the look of the environment? 
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Instructions  

Step 1: Break up students into small groups. Provide each group with a scenario. 

Step 2: Explain to students that they are to write a script, and then role play their graffiti 

vandalism scenario to the class. Students will review their scenario and write a script. 

Step 3: After the presentations, the teacher will facilitate a classroom discussion. 

Drama Exercise: Create Your Own Skit 

Scenario 1: (2-3 actors) 

 1 business owner 

 2-3 employees 

A small business owner and his employees arrive to work in the morning, to see that the 

front of their building has graffiti all over it.   

Consider the following when making your role play: 

a) Cost of damage 
b) How the damage has affected the business owner and employees? 
c) How the business owner and employee will handle the situation and report the 

graffiti? 
 
Scenario 2: (3-4 actors) 

 Character, Lisa  

 2-3 friends 

Last night Lisa and some friends were on a walk at the local park. While walking 

through the underpass of a bridge, Lisa’s friends pulled several cans of spray paint out 

of their backpack. The friends are excited to start spray painting under the bridge, but 

Lisa thinks it’s a bad idea. Lisa try’s to tell them it’s a bad idea, but the friend’s don’t 

agree and think it would be fun.    

Consider the following when making your role play: 

a) How does Lisa try to convince her friend’s that it’s a bad idea? 
b) How do Lisa’s friends argue in favour of vandalizing? 
c) Does Lisa join her friends? What happens? 
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Scenario 3: (2-3 actors) 

 2-3 actors, siblings 

Three siblings walk home from a friend’s house in the evening. On their route home, 

they notice that some windows have been smashed and graffiti tagged on a garage. 

They are concerned, and hurry home as fast as they can.   

Consider the following when making your roleplay: 

a) What is their initial reaction when they see the graffiti and vandalism? 
b) How do they feel? What are their concerns? 
c) What happens once they arrive home? 

 
Scenario 4: (3-4 actors) 

 1 shop owner 

 2-4 actors, vandals 

An owner of a coffee shop arrived to his shop and noticed that there was graffiti on the 

sidewalks nearby. He thought someone else would make a report, so he ignored it.  

A month later, a few friends notice that the graffiti was never removed, and the 

environment around the shop does not appear to be very cared for. They were looking 

for a look place to spray paint and decide this was a good spot. They thought there’s no 

harm in adding graffiti to the sidewalk that has already been tagged.  

Consider the following when making your roleplay: 

a) What was the shop owner’s initial thought when he saw the graffiti on the 
sidewalk? 

b) Why didn’t the shop owner report the crime? 
c) Why did the vandals choose to tag the sidewalk? 

 
Scenario 5: (3-4 actors) 

1-2 kids and their parents arrive home and notice that the statue in front of their house 

has been marked with graffiti and a piece of it, removed. They also notice that flowers 

have been pulled out from the garden and thrown on their lawn. No one can understand 

why someone would want to do this. The family invested a lot of time and money in 

making their front lawn look nice. This is very disappointing.   

Consider the following when making your role play: 

a) What is the initial reaction of the family when they arrive to see their house 
vandalized? 

b) Why is this upsetting to the family? 
c) What affect does this have on the family? 
d) Will the family report the incident? 
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INSTRUCTIONS: 

Step 1: Begin lesson by reviewing the concepts learned throughout the week, by having 
students participate in the Neighbourhood Knights Trivia Game.  

 

Step 2: Lead the class discussion asking students; why it is important that we do not 
see vandalism in our community?  

 
Step 3: Divide the student into groups of 3-4. 
 
Step 4: Explain to students that they will be creating posters; each group will create a 

slogan or design that represents their understanding of anti-graffiti awareness in their 

community and how to create a safe community. 

 

Tips for Students 

 Consider how your poster will attract attention. 

 How will it stimulate instant recall?  

 Are the logos attractive or catchy?  

 Remember the importance of colour. 

 This message could focus on the negative effects of graffiti or the consequences 

of writing graffiti 
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